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Abstract 

This presenta<on offers a concise overview of the development of Deaf Studies in Germany – 
A Brief History and Key Ins<tu<ons 
This presenta<on offers a concise overview of the development of Deaf Studies in Germany 
and shows how American influences – such as cri<cism of audism and the concept of 
DeaKood – have permanently changed perspec<ves on deafness. The focus is on the shiN 
from a medically deficit-oriented view to a cultural-linguis<c understanding that recognises 
German Sign Language (DGS) as a fully-fledged language and makes the Deaf community 
visible as a cultural minority. 
 
Key milestones such as the legal recogni<on of DGS, the establishment of university courses 
and research centres, and the role of important organisa<ons and ins<tu<ons in Germany 
will be presented. The lecture will show how these developments have strengthened the 
community's self-confidence and shaped Deaf Studies today in a na<onal and European 
context. 
 
The presenta<on will be interpreted in Interna<onal Sign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


